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RECEIVE A SEARCH EXPRESSION 
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PERFORM A SEARCH BASED ON 
THE SEARCH EXPRESSION 
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DETERMINE SIMILARITY VALUES 
BETWEEN THE SEARCH 
EXPRESSION AND THE ITEMS 
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DETERMINE SIMILARITY VALUES 
BETWEEN PAIRS OF THE ITEMS 
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PROVIDE A TREE WHICH RELATES 
THE ITEMS 
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RETRIEVE, VIA THE COMPUTER 
NETWORK, A CURRENT ITEM IN 
THE TREE 
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DISPLAY THE CURRENT ITEM 



FIG. 1 
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IS THE 
CURRENT 
ITEM AN INTERNAL 
ITEM OF THE 
TREE? 



YES 
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RETRIEVE, VIA THE COMPUTER 
NETWORK, A CHILD ITEM OF THE 
CURRENT ITEM 
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STORE THE CHILD ITEM IN THE 
LOCAL CACHE 
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DOES 
THE CURRENT 
ITEM HAVE AN 
UNRETRIEVED 
SIBLING 
ITEM? 



YES 
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RETRIEVE, VIA THE COMPUTER 
NETWORK, THE UNRETRIEVED 
SIBLING ITEM 
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STORE THE SIBLING ITEM IN THE 
LOCAL CACHE 
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FIG. 2 
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RECEIVE A USER-INITIATED 
SELECTION OF ONE OF THE ITEMS 
STORED IN THE LOCAL CACHE 
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RETRIEVE THE SELECTED ITEM 
FROM THE LOCAL CACHE 
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CONSIDER THE SELECTED ITEM AS 
THE CURRENT ITEM 



FIG. 3 



SEARCH 
EXPRESSION 




FIG. 4 



